Life-threatening acute respiratory distress in late pregnancy.
Acute severe ventilatory failure from any cause is always a critical emergency. In advanced pregnancy, such an episode is particularly hazardous. The management of a pregnant patient who presented with an acute episode of respiratory distress is described. Although this was though initially to be an asthmatic attack, there was evidence of upper airway obstruction caused by an enlarged thyroid. The major complicating factors and aetiology are discussed.